God's Master Plan Bible Study

Lesson 19 – Passion Week – Saturday 

God's Master Plan #19 – Passion Week – Saturday 


The final week of Jesus’ earthly life is recorded in great detail in all four Gospels, and this final week is often referred to as the “Week of His Passion” after Luke’s description of it in Acts 1:3.  Passion week took place in the Jewish month of Nisan during the annual Passover celebration and the Jewish month corresponds to our last half of March and first half of April.  In our study, we will use Jewish dates and our familiar days of the week to help keep our chronology in order.  It is also important to know and remember that the Jews of New Testament time counted their days differently from us, beginning a day at sundown.  Thus a Friday night to us in modern times would be the first part of Saturday to a Jew.  

Passion week began on Saturday, the 10th day of Nisan, with Jesus eating an evening meal in Bethany at the home of a man named in scripture as Simon the Leper
, and ends on Sunday, the 18th day of Nisan, with the discovery of the empty tomb by His followers
.  If you count backwards you will realize that such dates place Jesus’ crucifixion and death on a Wednesday rather than a Friday as is commonly believed.  I realize that going against conventional tradition is always controversial, but let me present to you why I firmly believe that the scriptures indicate that Jesus died on a Wednesday and not as commonly supposed on a “Good Friday.”
  We begin by looking at what the scriptures clearly teach us as to these things by working backwards from His resurrection:

We know that Jesus was resurrected before sunrise on the first day of the new week, Sunday, the 18th day of Nisan:

John 20:1 Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came early to the tomb, while it was still dark, and saw the stone already taken away from the tomb. 

Mark 16:1-2 When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome, bought spices, so that they might come and anoint Him. 2 Very early on the first day of the week, they came to the tomb when the sun had risen. 

Luke 24:1-3 But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they came to the tomb bringing the spices which they had prepared. 2 And they found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 3 but when they entered, they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. 

The scriptures are clear that by sunrise on that first day of the week, Jesus’ body was already absent from the tomb.  The scriptures are also clear that this was the day after a Sabbath day.  Furthermore the scripture teaches us that Jesus was crucified and buried on the day before a Sabbath day:

Mark 15:42-43 When evening had already come, because it was the preparation day, that is, the day before the Sabbath, 43 Joseph of Arimathea came, a prominent member of the Council, who himself was waiting for the kingdom of God; and he gathered up courage and went in before Pilate, and asked for the body of Jesus. 

Because the normal Sabbath day of the Jewish week corresponds to our Saturday, tradition
 has said that Jesus was crucified on Friday, was buried in the final hours before the sunset ended the day, spent Saturday in the grave, and was resurrected before sunrise on Sunday.  When taken into account with the scriptures that we have just read, the tradition of Jesus dying on a Friday states that Jesus spent maybe one or two of the final hours of Friday in the grave, all twenty-four hours of Saturday buried, and then less than twelve hours of Sunday in the tomb because by the time the women got to the tomb just before sunrise Sunday, Jesus’ body was already gone.  Such is what is commonly believed today, but let’s go back to a prophecy that Jesus made of His time in the tomb:   

Matt 12:40 for just as JONAH WAS THREE DAYS AND THREE NIGHTS IN THE BELLY OF THE SEA MONSTER, so will the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.  

Jesus used the illustration of Jonah as an example of the time that He would spend in the grave, a duration which He clearly defines as “three days and three nights.”  To believe that Jesus died on a Friday requires the “explaining away” of this scripture as less than literal because no way of counting can arrive at three days and three nights spent in the tomb if Jesus died and was buried in the waning hours of Friday and was already resurrected by sunrise on Sunday.  At best, if Jesus died on a Friday would mean that He spent maybe three hours of Friday in the tomb, twenty-four hours of Saturday and maybe twelve of Sunday a figure that adds up to thirty-nine to forty hours in the tomb.  That’s hardly three days and three nights, so those who believe a Friday death explain away this scripture as just “a figure of speech” and that it should just be taken as a reference that parts of three days would pass while Jesus was in the tomb.  

Such an explanation does not satisfy many Bible scholars nor did it satisfy me
.  Matthew 12:40 is just one of many times that Jesus seemed to emphasize that He would be in the tomb for the entire duration of three full days
, and to explain these scriptures away just to fit a prevailing theory is shaky at best.  

The key point to remember is that the entire Friday death theory is based upon the assumption that the Sabbath before which Jesus was crucified was a Saturday.  The Bible does not say this, but rather that Jesus was crucified on a day before a Sabbath.  That it was Friday and Saturday is an assumption made based upon the fact that the normal Jewish Sabbath corresponds to our Saturday.  What most people do not know because they do not know the laws and customs of the ancient Jews very thoroughly is that the Jewish people often had in times of festivals special Sabbath days, which did not necessarily fall on a Saturday.  For example the annual Day of Atonement that was held on the 10th day of the month Tisri, was a Sabbath day although every year it fell on a different day of the week
.  If the 10th of that month happened to be on say a Tuesday, then that week they had two Sabbath days, one on the Tuesday and then the normal one on Saturday.  These special Sabbaths are found throughout the festivals of the Jewish people.

Jesus Christ died during and perfectly fulfilled the Feast of the Passover that was celebrated in the first month of Nisan.  The Passover Lamb was set aside to die on the 10th day of the month, and then was killed on the evening that ended the 14th day of Nisan
.  This started a weeklong celebration that continued from the 14th through the 21st of Nisan
.  

The key point to remember is that the scriptures are clear that the day after the Lamb was killed, the 15th of Nisan, was a special Sabbath no matter what day of the week that it occurred
.  The question then becomes, “Was Jesus crucified before the weekly Sabbath (Saturday to us), or before the special Passover Sabbath, the 15th day of Nisan?”  We do not have to guess as to the answer to our question because the Gospel of John tells us:

John 19:14-16 Now it was the day of preparation for the Passover; it was about the sixth hour. And he said to the Jews, "Behold, your King!" 15 So they cried out, " Away with Him, away with Him, crucify Him!" Pilate said to them, "Shall I crucify your King?" The chief priests answered, "We have no king but Caesar." 16 So he then handed Him over to them to be crucified. 

John tells us plainly that the day of Jesus’ death was the “day of preparation for the Passover” and thus the day before the Passover Sabbath and not necessarily the day before the weekly Sabbath.  This means that Jesus did not have to die on Friday to fulfill scripture and that the assumption that the “day before the Passover” refers to the day before the Saturday Sabbath is not necessarily true.  The scriptures simply tell us that Jesus was crucified on the 14th day of Nisan, the preparation day preceding the Sabbath day of the 15th of Nisan.  This Sabbath could have been on any day of the week, depending upon how the calendar hit the week that year.  

So which day did Jesus die on?  As we have seen, the scriptures are very clear that Jesus was resurrected before sunrise on Sunday, the first day of the week.  For Jesus to have spent three days and three nights in the tomb, He would have had to been crucified on Wednesday and died Wednesday afternoon.  This line of thinking would have Him buried at the sunset that signaled the change to Thursday.  Jesus was then in the tomb for the Jewish Thursday night, Thursday morning, Friday night, Friday morning, Saturday night, Saturday morning and then resurrected at the sunset that signaled the beginning of Sunday and thus was already gone by the time the women got to the tomb at sunrise on Sunday.  If thinking in terms of Jewish days hurts your brain, then using the way we look at days in modern times Jesus would have been buried Wednesday evening at sunset and in the tomb for Wednesday night, Thursday morning, Thursday night, Friday morning, Friday night, Saturday morning and resurrected at sunset on Saturday exactly three days and three nights – a full seventy-two hours – after He had been placed in the tomb.  By the time that the women got to the tomb before sunrise on Sunday morning, He was already departed!  

Believing that Jesus died on a Wednesday before the Passover Sabbath, allows us to take Jesus’ prophecy of being in the heart of the earth for three days and three nights literally and we have to explain away nothing.  Furthermore other scriptures rise up to support the Wednesday death and many points fall neatly in place.  Here are a few supporting thoughts:

We know from the Gospels that Jesus was thirty years of age when He began His ministry and that His earthly ministry lasted a little over three and a half years.  That means that Jesus was probably crucified either just before or just after His thirty-fourth birthday.  We also know that when the calendar was changed in France several hundred years ago in an effort to pinpoint the year “0” at Jesus’ birth, that the scholars of the time missed the date of His birth so that Jesus was actually born somewhere around 4 B.C. on our modern calendar.  Doing the math brings us to a year around A.D. 30 for Jesus’ crucifixion and it just so happens that in A.D. 30, the 14th day of Nisan fell on a Wednesday!

If we accept the traditional view of a Friday death, then counting backwards, we find that Jesus’ trip from Jericho to Mary, Martha, and Lazarus’ house in Bethany would have fallen on a weekly Sabbath.  For this to be true would mean that Jesus violated the laws of Moses about extensive travel on a Sabbath, because from Jericho to Bethany was much more than a “Sabbath’s day journey.”  Jesus did not obey the laws of the Pharisees that they had added to the Laws of Moses, but He did obey the Old Testament law; if Jesus died on a Wednesday, then the trip from Jericho to Bethany would have been on a Friday and thus not in violation of the Sabbath law.  Furthermore, Jesus’ triumphal trip from Bethany to Jerusalem would have been on a Sabbath, which was permissible because the scripture makes it clear that from Bethany to Jerusalem was “about a Sabbath’s day’s journey” in Acts 1:12).  

If a traditional view of a Friday death is believed, the Passion Week looks like this:


Sunday – Triumphal entry into Jerusalem.


Monday – Day of authority with Jesus cursing the fig tree and cleansing the temple.            


Tuesday – Day of conflict with Jewish religious leaders and parables of warning given.  


Wednesday – no events are recorded in scripture.


Thursday – Day of the Lord’s Last Supper and teaching of disciples.  


Friday – Day of the crucifixion.  

Does it not seem odd that in the last few days of Jesus’ life that all four Gospels record so detailed that there would be an entire day, Wednesday, where absolutely nothing is written about, not even in casual reference?  But this problem of the “missing day” disappears when a Wednesday death is believed because then the week looks like this:


Saturday – Triumphal entry into Jerusalem.


Sunday – Day of authority with Jesus cursing the fig tree and cleansing the temple.            


Monday – Day of conflict with Jewish religious leaders and parables of warning given.




Tuesday – Day of the Lord’s Last Supper and teaching of disciples.


Wednesday – Day of the crucifixion.

Furthermore, if a traditional view of Passion week with a Friday death is believed, then Judas Iscariot’s betrayal offer where he secretly went to the Jewish religious leaders and offered Jesus for thirty pieces of silver is placed on Tuesday which in order to have a Friday death would have to be the 11th day of Nisan.  This is strange considering that in the Passover feast – which Jesus was to perfectly fulfill – the lamb had to be purchased and set aside to die on the 10th day of Nisan.  If a Wednesday death is believed, then Judas Iscariot slips out into the night that begins the 10th day on Saturday and on the precise day that the Passover lambs were commanded by God to be purchased and set aside to die, is also the day that the Lamb of God, Jesus Christ, was marked to die!    

In summary, if the traditional view of Jesus’ death being on a Friday is accepted, then the scriptures contradict themselves in several places and others have to be “explained away” such as Jesus’ claim to be in the heart of the earth for “three days and three nights.”  If Jesus died on Wednesday, the 14th day of Nisan in the year A.D. 30, then all of scriptures harmonize, every verse can be taken literally, and many “mysteries” and “missing days and events” disappear.  

Saturday, the 10th of Nisan

John 12:1-3 Jesus, therefore, six days before the Passover, came to Bethany where Lazarus was, whom Jesus had raised from the dead. 2 So they made Him a supper there, and Martha was serving; but Lazarus was one of those reclining at the table with Him. 3 Mary then took a pound of very costly perfume of pure nard, and anointed the feet of Jesus and wiped His feet with her hair; and the house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. 

On the Friday before His death, Jesus and His disciples traveled to Bethany where they would stay for the last few week of His earthly life.  As sunset signaled the change from Friday to Saturday supper was served and Jesus relaxed at a meal with His friends.  During this meal, Mary took a box of expensive fragrance and anointed the feet of Jesus and wiped them with her hair in an act of worship
.  

John 12:4-6 But Judas Iscariot, one of His disciples, who was intending to betray Him, said, 5 "Why was this perfume not sold for three hundred denarii and given to poor people?" 6 Now he said this, not because he was concerned about the poor, but because he was a thief, and as he had the money box, he used to pilfer what was put into it. 

As the aroma of the perfume filled the house, Judas Iscariot spoke up in criticism of the “waste” of such expensive ointment.  His concern was not of true concern for the poor, but one of greed for as the disciple’s treasurer, he had been stealing money all along
!    

John 12:7-8 Therefore Jesus said, "Let her alone, so that she may keep it for the day of My burial. 8 " For you always have the poor with you, but you do not always have Me."  

Jesus responded to Judas Iscariot’s criticism by commending Mary and saying that she was “anointing me for burial.”  At this point, the disciples suspected Judas Iscariot of nothing and they were still very much unaware of how near Christ’s death was.  

Matt 26:14-16 Then one of the twelve, named Judas Iscariot, went to the chief priests 15 and said, "What are you willing to give me to betray Him to you?" And they weighed out thirty pieces of silver to him. 16 From then on he began looking for a good opportunity to betray Jesus. 

As the hour grew late and the house began to settle down to rest, Judas Iscariot slipped out of the house and went to the chief priests of the Jewish religious leaders.  The chief priests gave Judas thirty pieces of silver in exchange for the betrayal of Jesus into their hands.  Thirty pieces of silver was the common price of a slave and was not a tremendous amount of money.
  Little did Judas Iscariot know that this exact sum fulfilled prophecy written hundreds of years before by the prophet Zechariah
!  Judas Iscariot returned to the group at Bethany, but from this moment on he secretly watched for an opportunity to turn Jesus over to His enemies
.  

Matt 21:1-3 When they had approached Jerusalem and had come to Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, then Jesus sent two disciples, 2 saying to them, "Go into the village opposite you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied there and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to Me. 3 "If anyone says anything to you, you shall say, 'The Lord has need of them,' and immediately he will send them."  

The next morning, Jesus and the disciples traveled to the city of Jerusalem.  As they came to the outskirts, Jesus instructed two disciples to go to a nearby village and bring back a donkey and a colt.  

Matt 21:4-5 This took place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet: 5 "SAY TO THE DAUGHTER OF ZION, 'BEHOLD YOUR KING IS COMING TO YOU, GENTLE, AND MOUNTED ON A DONKEY, EVEN ON A COLT, THE FOAL OF A BEAST OF BURDEN.'" 

That the Messiah would come into Jerusalem riding on a donkey with a colt beside her, was prophesied in Zechariah 9:9.  In Biblical days for a king to enter a city riding on a horse was to signal that He was coming in force for war.  If the king rode a donkey, then it was sign that He was entering the city with peaceful intentions.   

Luke 19:32-35 So those who were sent went away and found it just as He had told them. 33 As they were untying the colt, its owners said to them, "Why are you untying the colt?" 34 They said, "The Lord has need of it." 35 They brought it to Jesus, and they threw their coats on the colt and put Jesus on it.  

When the owners of the donkey and colt confronted the two disciples, they responded with “the Lord has need of it” and the owners allowed them to take the animals!  They then brought the colt for Jesus to ride upon.  

Luke 19:36-38 As He was going, they were spreading their coats on the road. 37 As soon as He was approaching, near the descent of the Mount of Olives, the whole crowd of the disciples began to praise God joyfully with a loud voice for all the miracles which they had seen, 38 shouting: "BLESSED IS THE KING WHO COMES IN THE NAME OF THE LORD; Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!" 

As Jesus traveled into Jerusalem, a large crowd of believers gathered together and began to worship God for all of the miracles that they had seen.  They spread their coats on the road for Him to walk over.  Some climbed palm trees and stripping the branches off, waved them before Him in adoration
.  When Jesus had left Jerusalem three months earlier, He had prophesied that He would not return until people cried out the praise from Psalms 118:26, “Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord,” about Him.  That prophecy was fulfilled in the praise of His believers and this entrance into Jerusalem by Jesus is commonly known as the “Triumphal Entry.”  

Luke 19:39-40 Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to Him, "Teacher, rebuke Your disciples." 40 But Jesus answered, "I tell you, if these become silent, the stones will cry out!"  

Where there is praise, there are always the critics!  Jesus would not stop His disciples from praising Him, though, and even said that if they did not praise Him, the stones near the road would.  Jesus had prophesied that He would be praised in His next entry into Jerusalem and as God in Flesh, He could not lie, so if the disciples would have neglected their duty of praise, the stones would have begun to cry out
!  

Luke 19:41-42 When He approached Jerusalem, He saw the city and wept over it, 42 saying, "If you had known in this day, even you, the things which make for peace! But now they have been hidden from your eyes.  

As Jesus came over the final hill and caught sight of the city laid out before Him, He began to weep despite the celebration going on around Him.  

Luke 19:43-44 "For the days will come upon you when your enemies will throw up a barricade against you, and surround you and hem you in on every side, 44 and they will level you to the ground and your children within you, and they will not leave in you one stone upon another, because you did not recognize the time of your visitation."  

Jesus wept because most of the city had rejected Him as Messiah and because of the knowledge of what they were about to do to them.  They had missed the “time of their visitation” and so in the near future, God would allow the city to be destroyed and not one stone would be left upon another
.  

Matt 21:10-11 When He had entered Jerusalem, all the city was stirred, saying, "Who is this?" 11 And the crowds were saying, "This is the prophet Jesus, from Nazareth in Galilee." 

As the Passover Feast was drawing near, millions of Jews were traveling to and gathering around the city for the upcoming celebration.  Jesus’ grand entrance with believers thronging Him with praise and adoration stirred the city and caused many to ask, “Who is this?”    

Mark 11:11 Jesus entered Jerusalem and came into the temple; and after looking around at everything, He left for Bethany with the twelve, since it was already late. 

After entering into the city, Jesus entered into the temple, glance around at the scene, and then traveled back to Bethany for the night.  As He returned to Bethany, “the twelve” went with Him, meaning that Judas Iscariot was back in the group, holding the moneybag and pretending that everything was normal and right.  The other disciples did not know of his treachery, but Jesus knew; He did not confront Judas yet, giving him every chance to get things right on his own.  The disciples fell asleep that night in the home of Mary, Martha, and Lazarus largely unaware that Jesus was only a few days away from being crucified.    

� See Mark 14:3.  


� “Tradition” is more accurately:  “the Catholic Church has said. . .”


� See Matthew 26:61; 27:63; Mark 8:31; 9:31; 10:34; 14:58; 15:29-30; Luke 24:21; John 2:19-22


� See Leviticus 23:27-32.


� The rules and conditions of the Passover feast are detailed in the entire 12th chapter of Exodus 12.


� See Exodus 12:15, 18-20


� See Exodus 12:16; Leviticus 23:7; Numbers 28:16-18


� To support their “Friday death” theory, some modern scholars have cited such years as A.D. 33 as Jesus’ death, leaving us with some “missing years” of Christ’s life.  The Wednesday death explanation leaves no “missing years” in question.  


� This is the second time that Jesus was anointed by a woman with an alabaster box of ointment and Mary’s anointing here, should not be confused with the earlier anointing by a sinner woman in Galilee.  See endnote iii of Lesson #13 of this study for more details.  


� And the one who had been wasting the money through thievery was the one willing to stand up at the “waste” of the anointing of Mary.  It is true that people most often criticize what they personally have an issue with.  The old saying “it takes one to know one” is based upon a scriptural principle taught here in the story of Judas Iscariot. 


� One modern English translation, the Amplified Bible, values it at “about $21.60.” 


� See Zechariah 11:12-13.  Judas’ betrayal also fulfilled the prophecy in Psalms 41:9 that the Messiah would be betrayed by a “friend.”  


� This extra information comes from John 12:13.  Waving palm branches were an ancient symbol of joy and exultation.  


� This prophecy came true in A.D. 70 when the Roman General Titus marched on the city in response to a Jewish revolt and destroyed the city and temple completely.  





Endnotes





� It is interesting to note that although we probably do not celebrate Christmas at the right time each year, our celebration of Easter is extremely close to the Jewish Passover and Jesus definitely died and was resurrected in the spring.  Because the Jewish Passover is defined as beginning on the 14th day of Nisan, the day of the week that it begins upon changes every year.  Every once in a while the calendar just so happens to work out so that Easter perfectly corresponds with the Sunday of Jesus’ resurrection and all the dates align with our modern week.  For the other years, Easter might be off by as much as two or three weeks from the actual Passover celebration.  This should not bother Christians today, however, because we should celebrate His resurrection every day of the week throughout the year!  


  


� Granted, the timing of Jesus’ death is not an issue that will necessarily affect the eternal destination of a soul and one can doubt be saved believing that Jesus’ died on a Friday.  I present my thoughts on the issue here, not to cause controversy, but rather to explain why I have laid out the lessons as I have, and to point out the perfect fulfillment of prophecies and pinpoint accuracy that comes when Jesus’ death is placed on a Wednesday.  In short, a Wednesday death explanation does not have to explain away the literal meaning of any scriptures and better harmonizes with Jesus’ fulfillment of the Passover.  


   


� For scholars of note who do not believe in the Friday death theory, see the writings of such people as the late R.A. Torrey.  Even in modern times, when I have had the opportunity to meet Biblical scholars of note who have extensive education in such matters, I always – if given the chance – ask them “what day do you believe that Jesus died on?”  Without fail, they smile and say “most people believe that He died on Friday” and then I have to ask them “but what do you believe that the Bible teaches.”  And many have then admitted that they believed that Jesus died on a Wednesday although they did not always publicly broadcast that fact because a Friday death is so ingrained in the public’s mind because of the following of Catholic traditions.  The truth is that most people believe that Jesus died on a Friday because they have been told to believe that and never bothered to study it out for themselves.       





� Why did Judas Iscariot betray Jesus?  Not because – as I have heard some preach – that he was born with that destiny already decided.  It was a decision that Judas Iscariot made on his own free volition.  Sure, His betrayal fulfilled prophecies but none of the prophecies say that the Messiah had to be betrayed by one of the twelve.  It could have been someone else and Judas Iscariot could have been saved.  Unfortunately, the greed and thievery that started small in Judas’ life grew so that it blocked his view of the Messiah and the Savior!  His rebuke by Jesus before the group in the house in Bethany likely triggered the reaction that caused him to slip into the night and meet secretly with those trying to kill Jesus.  May we guard ourselves against greed and submit ourselves to Godly correction with a right spirit, lest we end in the same fate!


  


� This is a powerful lesson on the necessity of praise.  What would a stone say if it praised God, anyway?  A careful look at scripture reveals that rocks and stones would have much to say of God’s glory.  The stones of the walls of Jericho could testify of God’s power and might.  The stones of Abraham’s altars could testify to the faithfulness of God.  The stones that David gathered out of the brook before facing Goliath could praise God for victory through overwhelming odds.  The stone that had been placed in front of the open tomb of Lazarus’ grave could testify of His resurrection power!  Turns out the stones would have had much to say, but how much more should we who have been blessed daily by Him and forgiven of our sins cry out to Him in praise!?  
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